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Item Number 5: Report from Cllr Bell 
Report from Margaret Bell – County and Borough Councillor 

Things are gradually returning to normal at both councils except neither are yet meeting face-to-face. 
1. COVID19 
 Warwickshire is the lead working with Coventry and Solihull in one of the few beacon projects set up across 

England to allow local public health departments to take a lead in the test and trace service. 
 There have been a few small outbreaks of the virus e.g. one in Europarts on Birch coppice Industrial estate 

and one in Wembrook school in Nuneaton. 
 There have been some concerns about in-hospital transmission in the George Eliot Hospital; support has 

been given to the hospital and the situation is now under control. 
 Just a reminder that anyone with symptoms should book a test immediately online at nhs.uk/coronavirus or 

by calling 119.  
2. Bulky Waste Collections 
 Bulky Waste collections are now available, phone NWBC to make a booking and payment. 
3. Hartshill Gypsy Site 
 There continues to be extensive activity behind the scenes focussed on the unconsented area of the gypsy 

site and plans are being made to issue enforcement notices. 
 It is important that any complaints be reported to 101 so the police can maintain a picture of what is 

happening. 
4. Hartshill Sewage System 
 We are trying to raise awareness of the importance of not flushing inappropriate items into the sewage 

system 
 Leaflets have been posted on Facebook and some have been distributed to properties near The Green 
5. Litter Picking 
 A highly successful community litter pick on 25th June, we covered most of the Trentham Roadside of the 

village as far as the end of Church Road. 
 We have had a volunteer to cover the Moorwood estate. 
 In response to a request to cover Chapel End we will be arranging another day in the next couple of weeks. 
 The scouts also want to include a litter pick in their activities in September. 
6. Volunteers 
 Both Councils recognise the excellent work voluntary groups have been doing during the lockdown and are 

considering how those wishing to continue could be best employed. 
 The parish council have very effectively maintained a list of volunteers and vulnerable people during the 

pandemic; it would be interesting to discuss if this work could be harnessed for the benefit of the village in 
the future. 

7. Grange Road Rec 
 I have spoken to officers about developing Grange Road Rec and they feel the restriction shave been lifted 

sufficiently to arrange a meeting at the rec. 
 I will arrange a meeting in the next few weeks and invite representatives from the parish council. 

Item Number 7: Public Question Time 
Members of the public have provided questions which they would like the Council to address, all responses will be 
recorded in the minutes. 
 
Question 1: What are the Parish Council intending to do about the current sewage problem in Hartshill?  

 
 Cllr Thomason: Refer to STW 
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Sewage is STW responsibility. PC will continue to lobby STW to renew the whole 

system through Hartshill & will request a physical meeting with them asap. 
 Cllr Wood: The sewage system is not the responsibility of the Parish Council. This should be directed to 

Severn Trent.  
 Cllr Lees: Severn Trent, this is ongoing.  
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 Vice- Chairperson Cllr Pearson: It has been minuted before but suggests a synopsis of historical and current 
action being taken on this so that people are more aware that we have been corresponding with Severn 
Trent.  

 Cllr Sharp: Severn Trent to be contacted to respond to this question.  
 
Question 2: Are the Parish Council aware of the mound of land at the Quarry (Hartshill side) being built and have 
they an idea of how far along the embankment it is to go?  
 

 Cllr Thomason: Contact Quarry.  
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Is the quarry mound in question the one that has previously been covered in trees 

(now felled) if so, I think it may gradually be reduced by quarrying.  
 Cllr Wood: Could I request more information regarding the mound that has raised concerns please? 
 Cllr Lees: Yes, we are aware it is the quarry’s land they will use it.   
 Cllr Sharp: Need to contact quarry to answer this question.  

 
 

Item Number 8: Correspondence 
Correspondence received from Hartshill Quarry informing the Council that new blast dates will be Tuesday 30th 
June and Wednesday 1st July all being well.  
 

 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Quarry blast Tue 30/06/20 felt strongly at Chancery Lane & Community Centre.  
Item Number 9: Planning Applications 
PAP/2020/0315 
55 Oldbury Road, Hartshill, CV10 0TE 
Erection of new two-bedroom development dwelling including new dropped kerb.  
Comments by 20th July.  
 

 Cllr Thomason: Refused as road is too congested.  
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Object as entrance/ exit to site is very narrow an on a bend, also parked cars are 

always blocking vision at that point.  
 Cllr Lees: On principal no problem.  
 Vice- Chairperson Cllr Pearson: No objections.  
 Cllr Sharp: Can See no issue unless neighbours against this, plot seems rather tight.  

 
Item Number 10: Accounts for Payment 

Invoices to be paid for the month of June/July 
1. Community Centre Cleaning- £155 
2. Keyholder Salary - £149 
3. WALC Councillor training - £30 
4. WCAVA HMRC & Payroll - £674.21 
5. MES fire alarm system maintenance - £294 
6. MES fire alarm maintenance rec ground - £234 
7. Brockwells play bark rec ground - £288 
8. Woodward Turf Care rec ground - £1920 
9. WET legionella test rec ground - £378 
10. Southern electric rec ground lighting - £19.95 
11. Staff Salary HPC - £1484.16 
12. Staff Salary Cemetery & Rec - £1349.10 
13. Community Centre electric EON – £116.66 
14. Community Centre gas EON – £58.56 
15. Anifeed Ltd. Internal Audit - £324.00 
16. SSE Rec ground Electric - £291.84 
17. Rec Ground Light - £19.44  

 
Total as of 29th June - £6975.42 to be updated once all invoices received.  
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Accounts Approved by the Council  
Item Number 11: Financial Report 

 Bank account transfer to Unity Trust Bank has taken place. We have two accounts – Current Account & 
Saving Account. Clerk to begin the process of closing remaining accounts with HSBC. 

 Balances to date: Current Account: £84,605.14, Saving Instant Access account: £200,000.00. 
 Internal Audit to take place on 3rd July – Following this the report will be issued to Cllrs and Chairperson will 

arrange to sign before it can be sent to external auditor PFK Littlejohn.  
 Internal Audit took place on 3rd July 
 AGAR Approved and Signed by the Chairman.  
 Financial report approved and Accepted by the Council.  

Item Number 12. Hartshill Cemetery 
A complaint has been received in relation to theft from the Cemetery. Pots have been stolen and they request to 
close the gates in the evening. Councillors have been asked their opinions based on what they think the best option 
would be.  
A member of the public has emailed to express their concern. 

 
 Cllr Thomason: Suggests close gates at sunset.  
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Propose Cemetery kept open and more signage purchased and monitor again in 

September.  
 Cllr Wood: The gates to the cemetery should remain open as always and more signage should be used to 

deter theft or acts of vandalism. A remote CCTV system is a good idea to say it is in operation. How do we 
stand legally about tending unvisited graves? Re: dog walkers. Signage with a possible fine could maybe 
discourage walkers letting their dogs off lead or allowing their dogs to foul the cemetery. I would not 
recommend stopping people with dogs visiting the cemetery.  

 Cllr Lees: Suggest a camera 
 Vice- Chairperson Cllr Pearson: We do not know whether the culprits came as pedestrians or motorists so 

cannot really ascertain if the measure would be effective.  Perhaps the first step would be to log the 
date/time the incidents happened/were reported with any further this week before our meeting and see if 
there is any pattern.  It may be sensible to inform people then that we are going to trial closing the gates for 
a month to see if it makes a difference.  As access is still available, people will be able to park in the 
Woodlands to visit graves in the evening. 

 Cllr Sharp: I agree the gates should be locked overnight.  If we do this it must be publicised with an 
explanation. Had it been a one off we could wait till September to see if things would change. 

 Cllr Parker: as I live across the road from the cemetery, if we go with locking the gates, I would be more than 
happy to open and close on Saturday and Sunday. Would just need provision if I am away on holidays.  
 

Safety Audit: 
 
Groundsman has conducted a safety audit of the Cemetery – wall has been cleared of loose stone – no urgency to 
repair. Fence remains in the same condition -no urgency to repair.  
 
Item Number 13: Community Centre 
Community Centre remains closed currently. A meeting to discuss a phased reopening is to be arranged.  

 
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Meeting regarding opening to be advised. More information now received which 

will be sent to Councillors.  
 Cllr Wood: The community centre should remain closed. Members of the public should not be allowed into 

the centre. Before reopening the centre, the following needs to be in place:  
 Fire & rescue inspection, trading standards inspection. Our insurance company should be contacted to find 

out if there are any new stipulations to our policy due to Covid-19. A Covid awareness course is available 
online. This is a free course. www.british-assessment.co.uk/training-elearning/courses/covid-19-awareness 

 Cllr Lees: Make sure we are all happy to do this. 
 Cllr Sharp: Ok when this is possible.  

 
Item Number 14: Hartshill Library 
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The library remains closed currently:  
Correspondence received from library management. 
 

 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Not likely the library will open until the Church does as it is part of church building. 
 Cllr Wood: I think the library should remain closed.  
 Cllr Lees: No problem.  
 Vice- Chairperson Cllr Pearson: Thanks to be extended to leaving volunteers.  
 Cllr Sharp: ok understand situation, thanks to Meg and Volunteers.  

 
Item Number 15: Snowhill Rec Ground 
No real issues to report. 
Stephen settling in, Tony still helping with mowing. 
Reported young people gathering in large numbers drinking and drug taking, 3 incident numbers but no Police visit 
as far as I am aware. 
 

 Cllr Sharp: Can we enquire how often police will visit to help prevent this.  
 Cllr Parker: Is the cctv operational? Are the gatherings of Covid19 concern?  
  

Item Number 16: Traveller Site 
Martin Rone-Clark (Gypsy Liaison officer), Marcus Jones MP and Philip Seccombe Police & Crime Commissioner have 
all agreed to attend a meeting in relation to the traveller site once restrictions have been lifted to allow for this. A 
date is to be arranged.  
 

 Cllr Wood: I look forward to this meeting as soon as it is arranged.  
 Cllr Lees: Not sure this will happen for a while. 
 Cllr Sharp: Ok re meeting. Travellers much quieter at present in Grange Road area. A WhatsApp group has 

been set up for Grange Road residents and PC Lauren Hughes receives all incidents reported.  
 

Item Number 17: Design the Sign 
Councillors have been asked to view the proposed images which have been attached to this email and give their 
feedback on the proposed sign for Hartshill.  
 

 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: propose we delay decision making until we can physically meet as we have 
probably all have different ideas about look and content of sign.  

 Cllr Wood: Visited the Clerk and left drawing.  
 Cllr Lees: ok 
 Vice- Chairperson Cllr Pearson: replace deer with canal, have child’s image on a plaque.  
 Cllr Sharp: Drawing received and forwarded.  
 Cllr Parker: they are both good. Sign 1 looks nicer because of the colours, but only really shows the church 

steeple as something unique to Hartshill.  
 Sign 2 has a good layout but if the canal section showed the clock bridge, and if it would be in colour, it 

would make it stand out more. Will they be accompanied by a placard explaining the significance of the 
panels? Where is it to be located? 

 Cllr Thomason: Put an accurate picture of Michael Drayton in place of the Castle, with birth and death years 
and say he is buried in Westminster Abbey. 

 
Item Number 18: Chapel End Surgery 
Following on from the email you would have received, below is an update from Cllr Roberts:  
 
My proposal, which will need a seconder for the records is that we agree in principal to rent a piece of land to the 
Surgery subject to seeing the plans of course. The land is very uneven and sloping whether it will prove to be useful is 
for them to decide, no one walks or plays on it. 
Cllrs are requested to give their thoughts on this.  
 

 Cllr Thomason: Agree, seconded.  
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 Cllr Wood: I have concerns about this proposal. Would agreeing to renting out this piece of land then open 
the opportunity, and can of worms, for other residents backing on to the rec to want to do the same? We 
would not want to have one rule for one and another rule for others. In the past we had issues with other 
residents’ boundaries with solicitors being involved. Correct me if I am incorrect but I feel it would be 
unwise to open this avenue again. Also, on the environmental side, it would be turning a green space into a 
carpark. 

 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: I think there is a difference between renting a piece of unusable land to help with 
the development of better medical facilities for the area and renting to a private individual who just wants 
to extend their garden. I would normally never give up green space for a car park , I just think in this case it 
would benefit so many more people and we  already rent to Nathaniel Newton although I have to say they 
do use their bit for recreation. Please remember also that if you agree to rent IN PRINCIPAL it will still be 
subject to their plans and how much space they need. 

 Cllr Lees: ok 
 Vice Chairperson Cllr Pearson: Ok Seconded.  
 Cllr Sharp: Ok with this once plan received and checked.  
 Cllr Parker: what conditions would be set?  
 Any development work would have to be undertaken at the surgeries expense. And it would have to be 

maintained by the surgery.  
 If the surgery were to default on rent, or move away from the property, would they be required to return it 

to original state? Or the new owner would have to continue the rental payments.  
 
 
Item Number 19: Quotes for Approval 
Cllrs are asked to consider quotes received for works to install memorial benches and Clerks office in the Community 
Centre.  
Bench Quotes received: Quote 1. £840, 2. £970 3. £550 
All require the same work.  
Office Quotes: 1. £2400 2. £2465, 3. £4400 

 
Cllrs received emails with quotes attached and can see that the work is the same only quote num. 2 includes internal 
blinds and sliding hatch.  
Cllrs are asked to approve/not.    
 

 Cllr Thomason: Bench Quote 3, Office Quote 2 
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Agree with middle quotes.  
 Cllr Wood: Is it possible to see references and see other work carried out by companies we have received 

quotes from. If they have submitted a low quote is it because their work is of a lower standard maybe? I will 
pop in to see the Clerk to chat about new office proposals. I will then give my opinion on the quotes, layout 
of the design etc.  

 Cllr Lees: Happy with quote 2.  
 Vice Chairperson Cllr Pearson: Approved.  
 Cllr Sharp: Since 2 out of the 3 quotes are similar, I suggest £2465 quote be accepted. The third quote seems 

rather low.  
 Cllr Parker: Benches there is quite a difference between 1 and 3, is 3 doing us a favour? I would opt for 

quote 1. Office again, quite a difference between 3 and 2, and 2 includes the window hatch and blinds. I 
would opt for quote 2 

 
Item Number 20: Policies & Procedures 
 
Please can Cllrs agree/not to adopt the Vexatious Complainants policy which was issued in June 2020 for review.  
 

 Cllr Thomason: Adopted.  
 Chairperson Cllr Roberts: Adopted.  
 Cllr Wood: Adopted.  
 Cllr Lees: Adopted.  
 Vice Chairperson Cllr Pearson: Adopted.  
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 Cllr Sharp: Adopted.  
 Cllr Parker: Adopted. 

 
AOB 
Cllr Wood: 

1. We have an alarm system at the Community centre, why is it not set at night and weekends? Does this 
invalidate our insurance?  

2. Does the CCTV at the Centre have the ability to send alerts to someone’s phone if someone comes to the 
building? If not, is it possible to get this updated so does this?  

3. Speeding along Victoria rd. has increased and is at a dangerous rate through lockdown. It was bad enough 
before but its even more like a racetrack now. With the easing of lockdown and more vehicles being on the 
road, the speed has not decreased at all. It is only a matter of time before it isn’t just the increase of local 
cat population being killed along the road, but it may unfortunately include the loss of human life as well if 
something is not done soon to deter the unwanted speeding.  

Cllr Lees: 
1. Item from Clock Bridge camera still ongoing, Margaret Bell and myself are pushing hard for it.  
2. Sarval meeting with Marcus Jones and Environmental agency, Margaret Bell and myself was very 

productive.  
3. Gypsy camp still an ongoing problem.  
4. Litter pick in Hartshill went very well.  

 
Next meeting date: 4th  September 2020 

 
 
 
 


